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• Searching beyond PubMed

• A word on search translation

• Brief introduction to Embase

What are we covering? 
Embase Query Translator Tool
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• Use cases and tips 

• Resources and support 



Enhance what? Why look further? 
Embase Query Translator Tool
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Graphic from https://www.flaticon.com/

• Better scope of the literature

• Identify potentially relevant 

articles

• Migitate bias

• Project requirements 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35654269/ https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29208034/



• Search translations are not 1:1 

• Search features and subject headings vary from database to database

• Free-text terms should be applied consistently

• A user with in-depth knowledge can develop a good search strategy and 

evaluate accordingly

A word on search translation
Embase Query Translator Tool
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A word on search translation
Embase Query Translator Tool
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A word on search translation
Embase Query Translator Tool
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https://www.flaticon.com/



A word on search translation
Embase Query Translator Tool
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Grapnics via https://www.flaticon.com/



Considerations
Embase Query Translator Tool
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Before using the translation tool:

Examine your PubMed search

• What were the initial results?

• Are you optimizing with what is available in the platform? 



What is Embase? 
Embase Query Translator Tool
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• Leading database with extensive 

coverage in pharmacology, toxicology, 

biomedicine etc.…

• It is one the key databases for evidence 

synthesis/systematic review projects 

• Indexes ~ 8,952 journals and contains 

over 41 million records  

• Includes grey literature such as preprints, 

conference abstracts 

• Offers different search modes to suit 

user’s preferences and research needs



What is Embase? 
Embase Query Translator Tool
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What is Embase? 
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What is Embase? 
Embase Query Translator Tool
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What we know
Embase Query Translator Tool
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• Helps identify literature without creating an Embase search from 

scratch 

• Tool only translates single-block searches 

• Some PubMed terms will not be translated accordingly 

• If using the tool for a systematic review search, potentially relevant 

search terms may be missed/overlooked

• Editing your Embase search from the translation box is limited 



Search Scenarios

Embase Query Translator Tool
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PubMed search
Embase Query Translation Tool
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PubMed search
Embase Query Translation Tool
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Settings 
Embase Query Translation Tool
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Supposed to be MeSH

sxntax
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Saving your search
Embase Query Translator Tool
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Deduplication
Embase Query Translator Tool
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Reporting  
Embase Query Translator Tool

28 https://www.prisma-statement.org/prisma-search



Take-aways  
Embase Query Translator Tool
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• This tool can offer an efficient way to scope the literature and identify 

additional studies

• Consider the advantages and limitations 

• Check and review search syntax 

• Consult with an information specialist about search tools and search 

strategies 



Resources and support 
Embase Query Translator Tool 
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https://service.elsevier.com/app/tutorials/supporthub/embase/


Resources and support

Embase Query Translator Tool
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Medicine and Pharmacy Portal
unibe.ch/ub/medresearch

unibe.ch/ub/medresearch


Resources and support

Embase Query Translator Tool
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Thanks

for your 
attendance

Next Coffee 
Lectures:

Research Support Services 
Science and Medical Libraries

University Library Bern
frnat.ub@unibe.ch

support_med.ub@unibe.ch

mailto:frnat.ub@unibe.ch
mailto:support_med.ub@unibe.ch


Thanks

for your 
attendance

Next Coffee 
Lectures, slides and 
screencasts:

Research Support Services 
Science and Medical Libraries

University Library Bern
frnat.ub@unibe.ch

support_med.ub@unibe.ch

http://
bib.unibe.ch/scimed

mailto:frnat.ub@unibe.ch
mailto:support_med.ub@unibe.ch


Thanks

for your 
attendance

Now there is time for...

Questions & 
Discussion

Research Support Services 
Science and Medical Libraries

University Library Bern
frnat.ub@unibe.ch

support_med.ub@unibe.ch

mailto:frnat.ub@unibe.ch
mailto:support_med.ub@unibe.ch
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